Engineers Without Borders- Hampton Roads Professionals
Community Structure and lifestyle
I. Social Roles

a. What are the common social roles for women?

The women generally work very hard, cook, take care of the kids, clean, also they generally work the rice fields more than the men.  In charge of controlling the money of the family.  Also generally like school more than boys.
b. What are common social roles for men?

The men run the villages, often they can be lazy and do not help in the daily tasks, the children and the women are the ones who do the majority of the work.  Older men and the oldest in a family have the most weight for decisions, also those who are most responsible.
c. What are the social roles of children?

Many children have to work in the rice fields.  If a family had 8 kids maybe 2-3 of the kids would go to school while all the others would work the rice fields and help the mom, oldest boys generally have the most problems with behavior, alchohol etc.

d. What are the social roles of elders?

At 40-45 years old people will generally stop working and the kids will take over.  Elders generally have more power for decision making 
e. Is each group above permitted to gather to discuss hygiene and sanitation?

Best idea is to start with the children and slowly work to older audiencies.  They are allowed to discuss these topics.
II.  Local Economy:

a. How do people earn money?

Most people are rice farmers and are very poor with little to no money.  A few wealthier people have cows, stores and can sell rice but majority of community has no money
b. Are there local businesses? What do they sell/ do?

There are local stores that sell basic goods.  The main market is about 20 minutes away by car.  Rice, chicken, and cows are raised but generally an outside person owns them and pays a little money to the community members to take care of them.  Other little business include barbers, selling gasoline, repairing bikes
c. What is average income for community members

Very low, estimated $250/year for a family (up to 8 children)  World bank says $2/day is needed to survive, most are well under this amount.  Teachers in the communities make only $15/month
d. How is labor divided? Who does what work?

See social roles answeres, women do most of the work
III. Agriculture practices

a. What percentage of the community has/works on rice paddies?



Nearly 100% of the community
f. Do people own their own land or is it a communal based structure where everyone works?

Some people own their rice fields, they are generally the wealthy ones in the community.  The others share responsibility of rice field maintenance but another often outside source owns them.  Large discrepancy in wealth of a rice field owner vs. laborer

ii. Does the community or families have any gardens to grow any other crops?

Not many other crops or gardens are grown.  Some gardens were installed but soil is very thick clay so many plants will not grow successfully
b. How is the rice/gardens currently irrigated?

Majority of rice fields are irrigated from rain collected during the rainy season.  Some pump water from a central lake or pond.
c. What types of plants are propagated, other than rice?

None grown here, sometimes people by vegetables from the market but are often expensive
d. When does planting take place?
Planting of rice takes place during the rainy season, start of which is June.  They start to plow the ground, after a month the seeds are about 10cm then they pull them out to dry, then replant until they reach 20 cm, then pull out again and dry, then replant until end of Nov/Dec.  In general it is about 6 month of hard labour than 6 months of waiting.  In general the rice will stay good for 1-2 years if covered.  Note: The rice season this year will not yield enough for everyone.
i. Who is involved?

Everyone, children and women do majority of work
e. When does the harvest take place?

See above
IV. Calendar/Daily routine

a. Is there a seasonal calendar different from our own?

The follow some of our standard calendar but in general the new calendar which started during the Khmer Rouge with year 0 in the 70’s
i. What determines their calendar?

Generally the older generation uses the year 0 calender
b. What is the daily routine of most villagers:

i. What do they do when they get up?

Up very early, 4:30-6:30 am, start working before it gets too hot
ii. What do they do in the morning?

Go to the market, head out and start working on the rice fields, children will go to school if the parents let them.
iii. What do they do in the afternoon?

Often rest/sleep from 1-3 as it is the hottes part of the day

iv. What activities do they do in the evening?

Generally cook dinner and then go to sleep.  Men will drink, problem with alchohol that they can make with a leaf on a tree there, men and some women will drink this too much.

V. Education

a. What are the current education facilities? Are there any other schools asides the one CDO teaches at?
The outdoor CDO school which is one class and holds maybe 25.  Primary school which appears to hold a few hundred, secondary school until grade 9.  All of the facilities are very basic.  For secondary school people need to pay a little money for the kids to attend so many cannot attend because they cannot pay.  Books are very bad, teachers do not teach everything they should, often do not care

b. How many children (what percentage) attend school?

More than 50% of children do not attend school
c. What is being taught? Specifically what does CDO teach, 
English, Khmer, history (although not very good, they are not receiving an accurate view of this), Buddism, mathematics.  Kids often forget things quickly
a. Is there any health education taught in the school? (e.g. sanitation practices, boiling water, etc.?
A little bit of this education but not nearly enough, this will be a major aspect for our project. Answered questionnaire 
